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THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE LIVERPOOL MEETING, on the 11th 
September, are now tolerably complete. The following will pro- 
bably be the order of business :— 

Tuesday, September 11th, 9.45 for 10 a.m.—President’s Address ; 
Mr. T. E. Stephens on “ The Rise and Growth of Public Libraries 
in America;” Mr. Peter Cowell on “The Origin and History of 
some Liverpool Libraries ;” Professor R. K. Douglas on “ Chinese 
Libraries ;” and Mr. Henry Stevens on “Founders of Libraries: 
James Lenox.” 

Wednesday, September 12th, at 9.45: Chancellor Christie on 
“Old Church and School Libraries of Lancashire;” Mr. John Lovell 
on “Functions and Operations of the Free Library System ;” Mr. 
Samuel Smith on “Library Pests;” and Mr. William Henman, 
A.R.I.B.A., on “Free Library Buildings; their Arrangement and 
Fittings.” - 

Thursday, September 13th, at 9.45: Mr. W. R. Credland on 
“Starved Free Libraries ;” Mr. T. Formby on “A Proposed System 
of Differential Rating for Free Libraries ;” Mr. John Southward on 
“ Technical Literature and Free Public Libraries.” 


Friday, September 14th, at 9.45: Mr. E. C. Thomas on “Q: an 
Experiment in Bibliology.” 





The programme will also ,include Reports from the Committees 
on Illustrations to the ‘Cataloguing Rules and on Size-notation, 
besides which special reports may be presented on the Examination 
of Library Assistants and on Classification. 
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The unofficial arrangements for the Meeting include a Reception 
and Soireé and Dinner by the Local Committee, on Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday evenings, besides which there will be visits to Knowsley, by 
permission of Lord Derby, and by invitation of Lord Crawford and 
Balearres to Haigh Hall. There will be an excursion on the river 
in a steamer kindly placed at our disposal by the Mersey Docks and 
Harbour Board, and numerous visits to places of interest. 





His Worship, the Mayor of Liverpool, has issued invitations to a 
Dinner, on Thursday evening, so that those who have received invi- 
tations will find it more convenient to visit Haigh Hall on Friday. 


Certain notices of motion have been given for the Meeting. The 
Hon. Secretary has given notice of his intention to move: “That a 
Committee be appointed to revise the Constitution, and to report to 
the Meeting at Liverpool. 





Mr. F. T. Barrett, Librarian of the Mitchell Library, Glasgow, 
has also given notice to move again, if necessary, the motion which 
he brought forward at our Cambridge Meeting :—“ That the Council 
be requested to draw up for the consideration of the Annual 
Meeting of 1884 a scheme for the classification of books in a library. 


The Council have given notice that they will propose for imme- 
diate election at Cambridge, any non-librarians who may have been 
unable to give the usual one-month’s notice. 





The following gentlemen being engaged in library administration 
have become Members of the Association :— Mr. R. G. Brook, Mem- 
ber of the Free Library Committee, St. Helen’s; Mr. Henry Burns, 
Librarian, South Free Lendiag Library, Liverpool ; Mr. Alderman 
Cannon, Chairman of the Free Library Committee, Bolton ; Mr. W. 
Cockerell, J.P., Member of the Free Library Committee, Cambridge; 
Mr. M. Comerford, Librarian, Free Library, Dundalk ; Prof. R. K. 
Douglas, Assistant Keeper of Printed Books, British Museum ; Mr. 
Dromgoole, Member of the Free Library Committee, St. Helen’s ; 
Mr. Thomas Formby, Sub-Librarian, Free Public Library, Liver- 
pool; Mr. John Frowde, Librarian, Free Library, Barrow-in-Furness; 
Mr. Walter Huntley, Librarian, North Free Lending Library, Liver- 
pool; Mr. J. D. Jones, Librarian, Free Public Library, Runcorn ; 
Mr. James Maclvor, Librarian, King’s Inns’ Library, Dublin; Mr. 
William May, Assistant-Librarian, Free Public Library, Liverpool ; 
Mr. J. Henry Quinn, Assistant-Librarian, Free Public Library, Liver- 
pool; Mr. T. Stanley, Free Library, Wednesbury; and Mr. C. G. 
Virgo, Librarian, Free Public Library, Bradford. 
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It may be convenient and may save new Members some trouble if 
it is explained here that the financial year of the Association ends 
on October 4 in each year. The subscription paid therefore for the 
Liverpool Meeting by incoming Members, though it covers the 
Meeting and entitles them to a copy of its Transactions, does not 
extend beyond the 4th of October next. If it is desired to continue 
membership for next year the convenient course will probably be to 
pay the subscription for next year also, which will be due in advance 
on the 5th of October next. 


REPORT OF THE COUNCIL. 


THE Council have the pleasure of presenting to the members their 
report on the work and progress of the Association during the Sixth 
Year of its existence. 

Cambridge Meeting—The Annual Meeting of last year at Cam- 
bridge was, perhaps, the most enjoyable and successful of all our 
annual gatherings. This was largely due to the great interest shown 
in our proceedings by the University and Municipal Authorities of 
Cambridge, and the courteous hospitality pss. to us; but above 
all to the personal efforts and kindliness of our late President, Mr. 
Henry Bradshaw, who has laid the whole Association under an 
obligation which the Council are glad to have this opportunity of 
acknowledging. 

Members.—It will be remembered that there was some discussion 
at Cambridge upon the question of the arrears of subscriptions due 
from many Members, and the Council undertook to deal with the 
whole matter during the year. The list of Members has accordingly 
been carefully revised, and was printed and issued with the January 
number of the Monthly Notes. The result of the revision was that 
about 40 names were struck off the list. Notwithstanding this 
serious depletion of the list, the number of Members on the roll at 
the 31st August is 380, as against 368 at'the date of the last Report. 
Of this number 30 are Honorary Members. There has accordingly 
been a not insignificant increase of 12 during the year, and a still 
further accession to our numbers may be expected at Liverpool. The 
number of Life Members is 22. 

Officers.—The Council regret that during the year they have lost 
the valuable services of Mr. J. W. Bone as an Auditor of the Asso- 
ciation. The Council have appointed Mr. G. R. Humphery and 
Mr. J. Whittall to serve as Auditors for the present year. They 
have also to announce that they have been offered and have accepted 
the services of a professional gentleman to assist the Auditors, upon 
conditions which appear to the Council to be very satisfactory. It 
is with much regret also that they announce that Mr. E. B. Nicholson 
and Mr. Pink have tendered their resignations as Members of the 
Council. The Council feel particular regret that Mr. Pink’s resigna- 
tion is caused by an illness, which will also prevent him attending 
the Liverpool Meeting. The Council feel sure that the Members of 
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the Association will join with them in wishing Mr. Pink a speedy 
restoration to health and strength. 

Obituary.—The Association has lost several Menibers by death 
during the year, including Mr. C. H. Bayley, of West Bromwich : 
Lieut. T. D. Sullivan, of London; Mr. George Lovejoy, of Reading; 
Mr. J. C. Woodhill, of Birmingham ; Mr. Richard Platt, of Wigan ; 
and Mr. W. Brace. Mr. Brace was a zealous and useful Member of 
the Association, and, besides holding the office of Auditor of the 
Association, was for two years Editor of THe Montruty Notes. A 
resolution expressing regret at his loss was passed at the January 
Monthly Meeting. 

Monthly Meetings.—The usual Monthly Meetings have been held 
during the year. The use of their Committee-room has been 
continued to us by the kindness and courtesy of the Board of 
Managers of the London Institution, and the Council have again the 
pleasant duty of tendering them hearty thanks on behalf of the 
Association. 

At the Second Meeting (November 3rd) Mr. C. Pfoundes read a 
Paper on “ Japanese Libraries and Books.” 

At the Third Meeting (December 1) Mr. H. R. Tedder read a 
Paper on “A French Librarian on Librarianship.” 

At the Fourth Meeting (January 5) on ‘The Distribution of 
Public Documents to Libraries in the United States.” 

At the Fifth Meeting (February 2) Papers were read by Mr. 
Credland on “ Free Public Libraries in 1882 ;” and by Mr. Tedder 
on ‘The Bibliography of 1882.” 

At the Sixth Meeting (March 2), Mr. E. C. Thomas read a Paper 
on ‘Classed Catalogues, and the New Classed Catalogue of the 
German Reichsgericht.” 

At the Seventh Meeting (April 6), Mr. G. R. Humphery read a 
paper on “ Librarians and the Working Classes.” 

At the Eighth Meeting (May 4) Papers were read by Mr. Henry 
Wilson on “An old English Text: the Speculum Vitee Christi; ” 
and by My. A. Allchin on “The Communal Library of Abbeville on 
the Somme.” 

By a resolution of the Council the Monthly Meetings for July, 
August and September were suspended. 

Committees.—The work done by Committees during the year has 
not been very considerable, but it must be obvious that it is too 
much to expect that a few Members who happen to be resident in 
London can be expected to sacrifice so large a share of their scanty 
leisure as would be demanded for the adequate treatment of those 
difficult and complicated questions which are usually assigned to 
Committees. In view of this circumstance, and also of the advantage 
to be derived from the co-operation of our leading provincial Mem- 
bers, the Council have passed the following resolution, which they 
scriously commend to the consideration of the Liverpool Meeting : 
‘Resolved: That in the opinion of the Council it is desirable 

that a larger amount of work should be done by Committees 
meeting in connexion with the Annual Meetings.” 
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The Committee on Size Notation has had the question once more 
under consideration, and will, it is expected, report to the Meeting 
at Liverpool. 

The Committee on Illustrations to the Cataloguing Rules has 
collected a number of proposed examples, which have been printed, 
and will be laid before the Amuel Meeting, together with some 
further recommendations. 

Free Libraries Bill.—The Council regret that the pressure upon the 
time of Parliament has been so great, that the Free Libraries Bill 
has practically had no chance whatever of being considered. It 
may be hoped that in the next Session they may have an oppor- 
tunity of doing all that they can to assist in the carrying of a 
satisfactory measure. 

Distribution of Public Documents.—The same large accumulation of 
parliamentary work has made it almost hopeless for tie Council to 
do anything definite in the direction indicated by the resolution 
passed at the Cambridge meeting. The first step has been taken 
towards placing the distribution of the Statutes on a better footing 
in the recent issue of a new Promulgation bist, in which, however, 
the Council regret to notice no sufficient regard has been had to 
the claims of Public Libraries, and especially of libraries supported 
by the ratepayers. 

Proposed Examination of Library Assistants.—A Sub-Committee of 
Council has been appointed to consider the question of holding an 
examination. The Uouncil have passed a resolution to the effect 
that an examination should be held, if required, in the month of 
April or May next. They further recommend that : advantage should 
be taken of the Liverpool Meeting to form a larger Committee of the 
Council to discuss the question and report spec ‘ally to the Meeting. 

Classification.—In pursuance of the Cambridge resolution requesting 
the Council to submit a scheme of Classification, the Council have 
had the matter under their consideration. It is, however, a matter 
v :such complexity and importance, and they find that there is (as 
was indeed to be expected) so much difference of opinion on the 
subject, that they are not as yet prepaxed to submit a definite 
proposal, Mr. Barrett who moved the resolution at Cambridge, 
has given notice of his intention to move, if necessary, that the 
reference to the Council be continued. 

Constitution.—At the October Monthly Meeting the Council were 
requested to “consider the desirability of offering to the next 
Annual Meeting of the Association, a rule to prescribe the amount 
of subscription proper to be paid by libraries or other institutions, 
and the privileges to be accorded them.” The Council accordingly 
propose to submit the question to the consideration of the Meeting. 
As certain other slight changes have been suggested to them, the 
Hon. Secretary has given formal notice of a motion at Liverpool, 
“that a Committee be appointed to re-consider the constitution and 
report thereon to the present Meeting.” 

Transactions. The Council have had the pleasant duty in several 
previous reports of acknowledging the serviee -which Mr. B. F 
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Stevens has rendered to the Association by undertaking the publica- 
tion of its Transactions. The assistance afforded us in our early 
days, when our income was small, was most valuable, and will not 
be forgotten. Now however that our numbers have grown, the 
Council have felt justified in undertaking the publication of the Trans- 
actions, and henceforward they will be the property of the Associa- 
tion. 

The Council regret exceedingly that the Transactions of the 
London and Cambridge Meetings are not yet in the hands of 
Members. But it is only right that the Association should be 
informed that the Council and the Officers are not altogether re- 
sponsible for the delay. The publication of the London volume 
was chiefly a financial question. And when, largely with a view 
te economy, it was finally decided to issue the transactions of the 
two meetings in one volume, the difficulty was not wholly met. It 
was found impossible to collect the Papers, and the Hon. Secretary 
reports that even now no less than five of the Papers read at the 
Cambridge Meeting are not yet received for press, although he has 
done all he can to secure them. It must be obvious that if the 
Editor of the volume is not supported by the contributors to it, 
he must be acquitted of responsibility for the delay. It will, it is 
hoped, afford some satisfaction to our Members to know that with 
the exception of these Papers the whole of the matter is now in type, 
and that the volume may now be speedily published. 

The Council must not leave this question without mentioning that 
Dr. Richard Garnett, of the British Museum, has kindly acceded to the 
wish expressed by the London Meeting, and has contributed to the 
forthcoming volume an account of our first President, Mr. J. Winter 
Jones. They will propose a special vote of thanks to Dr. Garnett 
for his able and interesting Paper. 

Transactions : Sale of Stock.—As our Members are probably aware, 
the stock of the Transactions held by Mr. B. F. Stevens was disposed 
of by auction in the summer. Mr. Stevens first offered it to the 
Association, but the Council felt that as we are not a trading society, 
and cannot afford to sink a large sum of money in a stock which 
we could only hope to dispose of very slowly, it was undesirable 
for them to accept the offer. The Treasurer and Hon. Secretary 
however gave a commission up to a certain amount, and the latter 
officer attended the sale. It may be hoped that the disposal of the 
stock through the natural channels of trade may have the effect of 
enlarging the interest felt in our work, and of increasing the sale of 
any future volume. 

“ Monthly Notes.” —Since the begining of the year the Council have 
also undertaken the publication of the “Monthly Notes” at the 
expense of the Association. The Council felt themselves bound by 
the Cambridge resolution that the Annual and Monthly publications 
were not at present to be merged in one publication. But it must 
be obvious that besides the expense necessarily involved, the literary 
and other labour imposed upon the editor by two distinct series of pub- 
lications is a very serious consideration. Under these circumstances 
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the Council deem it a matter of the utmost moment, that the annual 
Meeting should consider the desirability, or otherwise, of continuing 
the annual Volumes. 

Free Library Returns—In March last Bodley’s Librarian, Mr. 
E. B. Nicholson, suggested to the Council that they should ask Sir 
John Lubbock to move on their behalf for a Public Library Return. 
The Council at once took steps to ascertain the wishes and views not 
only of our own provincial Members, but also of others, who are in 
charge of the Public Libraries. Acting upon the replies received to 
their communication, they resolved that in view of the approaching 
Meeting at Liverpool, and of the opportunity the librarians and 
managers of Free Public Libraries would thus have of considering 
the whole question, the Council were of opinion that the matter 
should be laid before the Association at Liverpool. This resolution 
was communicated to Sir John Lubbock, who promised to delay 
moving accordingly. 

Proposed Visit to America.—The invitation tendered to the Asso- 
ciation by Mr. R. R. Bowker-—the late Editor of the ‘ Library 
Journal”—at our Cambridge Meeting, to visit America next 
year, will, no doubt, still be in the memory of our Members. 
Mr. Bowker has not allowed this subject to drop since his return 
to America, but has been in correspondence with our Secretary 
on the subject. At the Buffalo Meeting of the American Library 
Association (on the 14th of August and following Ways), the Con- 
ference, Mr. Bowker writes, extended to the English Association a 
welcome for 1884, and left the time and place of the next Meeting to 
be fixed by the executive Committee, in order that our convenience 
might be consulted. It is, no doubt, a serious matter to propose, 
but the Council may safely say that English Librarians would enjoy 
nothing more than a visit to their American colleagues if it could 
possibly be arranged. 

Liverpool Meeting.—The Council have the pleasant duty of 
expressing their appreciation of the efforts and exertions which 
have been made by the Officers and Members of the Local Committee 
at Liverpool. Thanks to their energy and liberality, a most excellent 
programme has been planned for our gathering, and the Conncil have 
no doubt that the Members of the Association will long continue to 
look back with pleasure to their visit. 


The Council cannot conclude their Report without placing on 
record the deep sense they entertain of the valuable services 
rendered by Mr. E. C. Thomas, the Secretary to the Association, 
whose labours both officially and as Editor of the “ Monthly Notes,” 
have been specially onerous during the past year. 

They also wish to express their warm thanks to Mr. R. Harrison, 
who has held the responsible office of Treasurer from the foundation 
of the Association. 
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LIBRARY NOTES. 


Batu.—Mr. Eizak Pitman has issued the following circular dated 
the Ist of August, 1883 (Institution of the Parcels Post), and 


addressed “To the Librarianz ov the Free Librariz in Great Britian 
and Ireland.” 


FIRST STAGE OF THE SPELLING REFORM. 
To the Librarianz ov the Free Librariz in Great Britain and Ireland. 


Two or three yearz ago Bath achieved some notoriety in connection with the 
Free Library movement by refuzing to accept a Library ov 9,000 volumez that 
had been workt for six yearz az a Subscription Library. This valuable collection 
ov Books, together with commodious and centrally-situated, freehold premisez, 
adapted for a Library ov 100,000 volumez, waz offered az a gift to the City on 
the condition that the inhabitants would pay a $d. Rate to support it. A Poll 
ov the burgessez was taken, and the offer waz refuzed by a vote ov two to one. 

Ov the Books that constituted the Bath Public Library, 2,000 had been 
prezented by myself, and 500 came from the library ov the late Mr. Francis 
Barham. On the dissolution ov the Subscription Library some ov the books wer 
returned to their donorz, and the rest wer sold to pay the liabilitiz ov the Library. 
Az the literary executor of Barham, hiz 500 volumez came into my pozession, 
together with my own 2,000, and I bought about 500 volumez at the sale. I hav 
since increased the collection to 6,500 volumez, and now dezire to prezént them 
to the Free Librariz ov Great Britain and Ireland, at the rate ov 50 volumez 
to each. 

Enclozed iz a catalogue ov the principal Books, numbering about 2,700 volumez. 
The remainder, ov a miscellaneous character, it is not necessary to catalogue. 

I shal feel obliged if you wil select 50 volumez, and mark them with ved ink. 
Az it iz probable that several Librarianz wil select the same Books, pleaze to 
mark a second 50 with black ink, and a third 50 with a pencil. From these I 
will send 25, and ad.to them 25 miscellaneous volumez. If you select one or 
more sets ov books that consist ov more than 50 volumez, they wil be sent. 

A few Librariz have alredy been supplied. To Birmingham, which dezervd 
the most consideration its first Library having been destroyed by fire, about 500 
volumez hav been sent, in sets ov periodicalz ; and several Young Men’z Librariz 
hav received 50 volumez each. 


The Spelling Reform iz now so far establisht that I think I can with propnety 
ask you to accept a few volumez ov the Phonetic Journal from 1873 to the present 
time, for your Reference Library—the previous 31 volumez ar out ov print— 
also a small volume entitled “A Plea for Spelling Reform,” and “A Memorial of 
F. Barham,” printed phonetically, for your Lending Library. The Free Librariz 
ov the large towns hav alredi received sets ov the Phonetic Journal. 

I also wish to send 2 dozen numberz ov the Phonetic Journal, and a dozen 
copiez ov the above “ Plea,” for prezentation to the memberz ov the Library 
Committee, and to any frendz who may inquire az to the nature and objects ov 
the Spelling Reform. To large townz I would send two or three dozen ov the 
“Plea” if required. They wer printed at the expens ov Mr Coltman, ov 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, for sale at a nominal price, or for gratis distribution. I wil 
also ad a dozen or two ov second-hand School Books, ete., consisting ov 
Grammarz, ITistoriz, Geographiz, Maps, Hymn Books, and miscellaneous works, 
for prezentation to boyz and girlz who frequént your Library, and hav but few 
books ov their own. ; 

I shal be glad to receive your reply in ten dayz, 

EIZAK PITMAN. 


CHELTENHAM.—At a public meeting, of a stormy character, held 
in Cheltenham on the 16th of July, a resolution was carried in favour 
of adopting the Libraries Acts. A poll was taken on the 18th, when 
the ratepayers decided to adopt the Acts. 
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DUNFERMLINE.—The library presented to his native town by Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie, now of New York and Pittsburg, was, on Wed- 
nesday, the 29th of August, opened by the Earl of Roseberry, who 
afterwards addressed a crowded meeting in the public hall. About 
£8,000 have been spent in the erection and furnishing of the build- 
ing. This is situated in the centre of the town, having two street 
frontages, and is in the domestic Tudor style. Over the doorway is 
a carved scroll with the inscription, ‘“‘ Carnegie Free Library,” beneath 
a rising sun, with an inscription, which was suggested by Mr. 
Carnegie himself, “ Let there be Light.” The library itself is 57 ft. 
by 25 ft., besides which there are a recreation room of 26 ft. by 25 ft., 
a reading room 34 ft. by 25 ft., and a ladies’ reading room, 22 ft. by 
18 ft. The library already has 11,926 books. On the laying of the 
foundation stone by his mother about two years ago, Mr. Carnegie, 
addressing the working men, reminded them that he had been him- 
self a working man in Dunfermline, and told them that “ they might 
dine upon homely fare, but that when they entered the portals of a 
library they had a banquet worthy of the gods.” The Libraries Acts 
were adopted at Dunfermline in 1880. 


GLAscow.—We are informed by Mr Barrett that the Mitchell 
Library has now completed the second million in the number of 
volumes issued to readérs, and advantage may be taken of this 
circumstance to draw attention to the very remarkable degree in 
which Mr. Michell’s benefaction has been appreciated and made use 
of by all classes of the citizens—artizans, clerks, students and 
professional men. The first book was issued at ten o'clock on the 
morning of 5th of Nov., 1877; the first million issues were completed 
14th Janu: wry, 1881, heing 982 working days from the opening ; the 
second million issues were completed at 6.45 P.M. on Saturday last, 
1st September, 1883, and vccupied 808 working days. It is believ ed 
thatthere is no previous instance on record of the issue of two million 
volumes within so short a period of the opening of a public library. 
It should be stated, too, that in addition to this large number of 
volumes asked for at the counter there has been a ve ry great use 
made of the current periodicals, which, to the number of more 
than 200 lie freely upon the tables. «The following is a statement 
of the number of volumes issued in each of the classes in which the 
library is arranged, with relative proportion of the whole issue :— * 





Per cent. 

Theology and Philosophy - - - : 184,681 (9°23) 
History, Biography, kc. - - - . 435,326 (21:77) 
Law, Politics, and Commerce - - - 54,693 (2°73) 
Arts and Sciences - - - - - 402,485 (20°12) 
Poetry and the Drama - - - - 147,115 (7°36) 
Language - - - - - - - 54,971 (2°75) 
Prose Fiction - - : - - - 154,605 (7°73) 
Miscellaneous Literature - - - - 566,123 (28°31) 

Total - - - - : - 2,000,000 (100-00) 


The smallness of the proportion of fiction is very noticeable. Of 
the whole issue, no ‘more than 10,481 volumes have been issued to 
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ladies, or only 5 per cent. This small attendance of ladies is 
regretted, but is probably due to the absence of separate accomodation 
of a suitable character. 


LONDON : BATTERSEA.—The movement in favour of the establish- 
ment of a free library continues to make rapid progress. The 
Committee formed to further the work is an influential and a 
representative one, and they have just issued and distributed among 
the ratepayers a report dealing with the arguments for and against 
free libraries ; and pointing out the favourable experience of places 
which have adopted the Acts. This report will be discussed at a 
series of meetings, after which the parochial authorities will be re- 
quested to convene the necessary legal meeting of the ratepayers. 
Stress is laid on the fact that the high rateable value of Battersea 
will make a halfpenny rate more than sufficient to cover the neces- 
sary outlay. 

Lonpon: British MusEuM.—The electric lighting of the reading 
room will continue up till eight o’clock every evening until the end 
of April next. The method of lighting is the same as that adopted 
in former years, but a re-adjustment of the lamps has increased the 
efficacy of the illumination. 


Lonpon: IsLincton.—Some little time ago the Marquis of 
Northampton offered the interesting old structure known as Canon- 
bury Tower to the Islington Vestry, on condition that it should be 
used as a Free Library and Reading Room for the parishioners. The 
building is all that remains of the old Priory of St. John of Jerusalem, 
and is the oldest building in the North of London. There is a tra- 
dition that Goldsmith wrote here his “ Vicar of Wakefield.” We 
understand that, partly on the plea that the building is unsuitable 
for the purpose, the Vestry have declined the offer. 


MANCHESTER.—Mr. Henry Cooke, one of the surviving trustees 
of the Anti-Corn Law League, has presented to the Free Public 
Library several books of cuttings, hand-bills and placards refering to 
that historic association, as well as the books which formed the 
library of reference of the league. Considerable donations have also 
been received from Mr. H. M. Ormerod, and the Rev. Professor J. 
E. B. Mayor of Cambridge. 

Newark.—The Free Library given by Mr. William Gilstrap was 
opened with much ceremony on July 26th. Among those present 
were Mr. J. P. Briscoe and Mr. R. F. Sketchley. We hope to give 
some account of the building in our next number. Mr. Killingley 
has been appointed librarian. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—The City Council have decided by a large 
majority to throw open the reading room of the Free Library on 
Sundays in the afternoon and evening. 

OLDHAM.—The Fine Art and Industrial Exhibition which is being 
held in connexion with the new Library, Museum and Art Gallery 
buildings at Oldham, was opened on the Ist of August by Sir John 
Lubbock, M.P. 
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The August number of the Polybiblion contains a bibliography of 
works relating to Madagascar (pp. 159-168). 


Mr. J. H. Round contributes to the Atheneum (July 28) an 
interesting account of the Harsnett Library, which is at present 
deposited in Colchester Castle. The Noviomagians (of whom our 
Members Mr. Bullen and Mr. Henry Stevens are leading spirits), on 
their recent visit to the Castle examined the library, and met with 
some interesting ‘‘finds” which are fully described by Mr. Round. 





Our readers will have noticed with some interest the announcement 
that with its October number Notes and Queries will begin the issue 
of a quarterly index to tine articles contained in current periodicals. 
Even then we shall be behind our American cousins, who have 
contrived to issue one monthly since the beginning of the year in 
connexion with the LIBRARY JOURNAL. 





We have received from Mr. Sutton his “ Manchester Bibliography, 
for 1882,” reprinted from the Manchester Quarterly for July, 1883. 
The total number of Manchester publications was 441, as compared 
with 365 in the previous year. The increase appears to have been 
chiefly in works on Politics, Commerce, and Social Questions, in 
Periodicals, and in ‘ Music.’ The list is compiled with the careful- 
ness and accuracy we are accustomed to expect from Mr. Sutton. 





Mr. J. P. Edmond of Aberdeen, one of our Life Members, has 
issued the prospectus of a work on “The Aberdeen Printers: 
Edward Raban to James Nichol, 1620-1736.” The book will be 
issued in parts and will be limited to 275 copies. 


We have also received from Mr. Edmund Goldsmid, one of our 
Members, the Prospectus of the “ Bibliotheca Curiosa: A Collection 
of Curious and Out-of-the-Way Books,” which are to be issued to 
subscribers in a limited number of impressions. Many of the 
proposed publications are very interesting, but we must confess to a 
little surprise at seeing Xavier de Maistre’s books, familiar to ts 
from childhood, included in a list of out-of-the-way” books, and 
spoken of as “all but unknown in this country.” 





The April number of the Harvard University Bulletin, besides the 
usual “ List of Accessions to the Library,” continues the ‘ Classified 
Index to Maps in Peterman’s Mittheilungen,” and a further instal- 
ment of “A Bibliography of Ptolemy’s Geography.” 





We observe that the American Library Association have passed a 
resolution condemning the present law imposing a heavy duty on 
imported books as ‘anomalous, unnecessary and unjust.” 
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LIBRARY CATALOGUES AND REPORTS. 


Inverness. Catalogue of the Public Library, Inverness. Compiled 
by John Whyte, Librarian. Inverness, 1883. 8vo, pp. xii. 180, 
cloth back. Price One Shilling. 

An Alphabetical Index Catalogue of a library of about 5,400 volumes, A 
selection of the contents of magazines and collectaneous works is also supplied. 
The class letter and number are printed in the margin. The catalogue is 
dedicated to Mr. Joseph Mitchell “ Whose munificent liberality has mainly 
contributed to the institution and equipment of the library.” The volume is 
very neatly printed and strongly put together. 


Runcorn. First Annual Report of the Committee of the Runcorn 
Free Public Library. 1882-3. Runcorn, 1883. 8vo, pp. 10. 


‘The Acts were adopted at Runcorn in December, 1881, and the library opened 
in the Improvement Commissioners’ Board Rooms, on the 6th of July, 1882. 
The library was formally opened by our President, Sir James Picton, and the 
opening was made the occasion of a general holiday. The issues during the 
year were 16,259, and the number of borrowers 824, figures which “show 
conclusively the success which has attended the Free Library.” The stock of 
books is 1429, besides 159 books almost forming the nucleus of a reference 
department. The rate produced £171 8s. 3d., and the year closed with a balance 
of £60 10s. 5d. We observe that four lectures were delivered during the winter— 
a commendable following of the example set at Liverpool. 


Borough of Stafford. The First Annual Report of the Free Public 
Library and Newsroom, for the year ending June 30, 1883. 
Stafford, 1883. 8vo. pp. 8. 


This is also a first report, and records the working of the library, which was 
opened on the 24th July, 1882, for eleven months, The issues were 29,668, of 
which 285 volumes were read in the reference library. The stock now amounts 
to 4,742, of which 3.899 are in the lending, and 843 in the reference department. 
The number of borrowers’ tickets issued was 1,555. There is no financial infor- 
mation—except that £16 7s. 38d. was received for fines. 


Borough of West Bromwich. Ninth Annual Report of the Free 
Library Committee, presented to the Town Council, 1883. West 
Bromwich, 8vo, pp. 24. 


The stock in the Lending Department has increased to 10,350 volumes. The 
issues have been 57,146 volumes in the lending department, a decrease chiefly 
in lighter literature of 9,856, and in the Reference Department of 824 volumes. 
£52. 17s, 11d. was received from fines and the rate produced £496, 3s, 10d. 
The Committee close the year with a balance of £572. due to them from the 
Council. Three branches have been opened during the year and have been as 
well attended as the capacity of the premises would admit. The Committee 
refer with regret to the loss by death of Mr, C. H. Bayley, who was one of our 
members, and who had been Hon. Secretary since the establishment of the library. 


Worcester Public Library and Hastings Museum. First Report of 
the Library Committee, 1879-1883. Worcester. 8vo, pp..31. 


The Acts were adopted at Worcester on the 23rd April, 1879, The old city library 
was acquired for less than £240, and the Natural History Society presented 
their museum and library. The library and museum were formally opened on 
the 16th March, 1881, by the American Minister (Mr. Lowell). In the two 
years the institution has been open, 164,659 volumes have been issued, while it 
is computed that over 300,000 visits have been made to the news room, and over 
100,000 to the museum, The issues in the two years respectively were--in the 
Lending Department, 1881-2, 86,465 ; 1882-3, 68,783; and in the Reference 
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Department, 3,774 and 2,374 respectively. The number of volumes now in stock 
in the two departments is—Lending, 8,221, and Reference, 7,996. The rate 
produces £600 per annum. There is a Worcestershire collection, and a course 
of lectures has been delivered in connection with the library which were very 
successful. As an appendix there is added the report of the subscribers’ com- 
mittee of the fund for providing a library building, fittings and books. 


NOTICES OF BOOKS. 


Aberdeen Philosophical Society. The Success of Free Public 
Libraries in Industrial Towns, and the necessity for a Free Public 
Library in Aberdeen: a Paper read before the Aberdeen Philo- 
sophical Society, on 20th March, 1883, by John Duguid Milne, 
Esq. 8vo, pp. 18. 

This address, the delivery of which we have already noticed (see p. 61), is a 
very able and interesting statement of the reasons for the adoption of the Free 
Libraries Acts. Mr. Milne handles his statistics with great skill and force, so 
as to show that the advantages of the Acts have been mainly enjoyed by the 
industrial classes, and that they are chiefly interested in the adoption of them. 
He contrasts the working of the Acts with that of Mechanics’ Institutions ; 
and finally, dealing with Aberdeen as “one of the great towns that have stood 
by their Mechanics’ Institutions,” points out that the time has come when a 
Free Library is a necessity for the town, and reminds the inhabitants that the 
directors of the Institution are ready to hand over to the Library their buildings 
and their whole stock of books as the nucleus of the new Institution. We can 
conceive no greater stimulus to the movement than the circulation of this 
excellent and practical address. 


Birmingham Free Library. Report of Sub-Committee on Library 

Staff. 8vo, pp. 24. 

This report includes a comprehensive and minute list of work allotted to the 
Chief Librarian of the Birmingham Free Library and his assistant. It embraces 
almost all points of a librarian’s duty, from the highest to the most trivial; the 
chief omission, apparently, being the reception of visitors by the librarian, and 
personal interviews with applicants for information and with “bores.” It might, 
indeed, be worth while to print an edition of the report for the use of the latter 
class; it would show that “learned leisure’? does not lurk within the official 
enclosures of a large popular library. The number of persons employed, 
including cleaners, is fifty-two, which the Committee think “not in excess of 
the requirements of the Institution.” For the higher branches of work the 
engagement of another officer or two is recommended, A very reasonable 
recommendation indeed, it will be thought, when the amount of work and the 
length of the hours are considered. The libraries are open thirteen hours daily 
(9 a.m. to 10 p.m.), while the attendants have the very moderate privilege of 
leaving off at 1.30 on one day and‘at 7 p.m, on another day of the week. 
Administrators of large libraries, whether committeemen or librarians, would 
no doubt find many instructive and suggestive things in this carefully-pre- 
pared document. . : 


Outlines of German Literature. By Joseph Gostwick and Robert 
Harrison. Second edition, revised and enlarged. London: 
Williams & Norgate, 1883. 8vo. pp. xii. 642. 

The work of our excellent treasurer and of Mr. Gostwick is undoubtedly the 
best account of German literature in English. Originally published in 1873, it 
now appears in a second edition with additional Chapters on “ The Decennium, 
1873-83.” There is a very useful index of names and special attention is drawn 
to a new index of “Subjects and titles of books,” which is likely to be very 
useful. 
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Library Aids: by Samuel S. Green, Librarian of the Free Public 
Library, Worcester, Mass. Revised and enlarged edition. New 
York: F. Leypoldt, 1883. sm. 8vo. pp. iv. 130+32+434, paper 
cover. 


An enlarged reprint of the excellent paper read by Mr. Green at Baltimore, 
and first printed in the Library Journal. It was then printed for distribution 
by the Bureau of Education. The publisher has added the library references 
from Poole’s Index, a chapter on “Books and Articles on Reading,” by Mr. 
W. E. Foster (from his “Libraries and Readers”), the bibliography references 
from the American catalogue and the library authorities from the art. 
“Libraries” in the Encyclopedia Britannica. The publisher hopes that it may 
form the foundation of a “Library Annual.” 


The Library Manual: A Guide to the Formation of a Library and 
the Valuation of rare and standard Books. By J. Herbert Slater, 
of the Middle Temple. London, n.d. 8vo. pp. vii. 120. Price 
2s. 6d. 

A pretentious but utterly feeble and mistaken book. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


VILLAGE SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 


I send you a short extract from a paper in The School Guardian on 
the Education Returns for 1882: I think it speaks well for the 
managers and other persons in whose care the schools are. ‘‘ We 
are pleased to find that our friends have been so earnest in their 
efforts to promote the improvement of the children under their care 
as to make increased exertions to establish School Libraries for their 
benefit. There are now 1954 Church Schools, or groups of Church 
Schools, which have libraries; or 131 more than there were the 
previous year. When it is remembered how considerable an outlay 
libraries involve, and that a still greater demand is made upon the 
time and patience of those who have charge of them, we must ac- 
knowledge that those who have thus laboured for the good of their 
juvenile parishioners are deserving of all honour. We find that 
rather more than 1 in every 6 Church Schools has a library ; rather 
more than 1 in every 10 British and Undenominational or. Board 
Schools ; 1 in every 104 Roman Catholic Schools ; and rather more 
than 1 in every 17 Wesleyan Schools.” C. W. HoLGarTE. 


QUERY. 


The following entry occurs in Poole’s Index :—* Fiction, Welsh. 
Mo. R. 160; 451. 163. 64.” Mo. R. = Modern Review, according to 
explanation at the beginning. After careful search, however, I am 
unable to find the article. Can some librarian help me’—V. O. X. 
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